The story of Bridgend Bowling, Tennis & Squash Club

50 YEARS AGO

A FIRE THAT SPARKED
THE FUTURE...

Official Opening of Grounds
Wednesday 6 May 1914



The story of Bridgend Bowling, Tennis & Squash Club

June 1975

On a hot evening in June, Dr Valerie Milne was
walking her dogs in Newbridge Fields when she
stopped to chat to her neighbours, Brian and
Vivienne Davies, who were in their garden.
Valerie was a member of Bridgend Bowls and
Tennis Club and said she was concerned about
the Club’s security. Later that evening Brian,
who had been the Treasurer and Secretary of the
Association, told Vivienne that tomorrow he
would check the Club insurance with the Bank
and the Royal Insurance company.

Handshake to save the Club

When Brian phoned Midland Bank (HSBC) in Cardiff he asked the Bank Manager, Mr. Michael
Fisher, if he would review the insurance for the Club. Upon learning the insured amount, Brian
immediately requested that the insurance be doubled.

He explained that he was going on holiday that week and Mr. Fisher assured him that it would be
put in place whilst he was away.

A true ‘Gentleman’s agreement!’.
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Glamorgan Gazette

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1975

The Fire

The summer of 1975 was particularly
hot and dry. In August in the early hours
of the morning, Bridgend Fire Brigade
were notified that the Clubhouse was
on fire. Built in 1914, the Clubhouse
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Trophy Fortune

Amazingly only the week before, the Tournament
Secretary, Mr. Peter Williams (Peter Left Hand) had
removed all the tennis trophies from behind the bar to be
engraved ahead of the Annual Presentation Dinner
Dance. Had it not been for this fortunate timing, they too
would have perished along with the history of all the past
champions.

Fundraising

The insurance was paid out, honoured at the doubled amount agreed back in June. However, even with
the increased insurance more money was needed. So, a major fundraising operation was set-up. The
Sports Council for Wales promised to match whatever the Club raised. A special fundraising
committee was established and Mrs Pearl Battrick, mother of Davis Cup player Gerald, wrote to people all
over the world including Wimbledon Champions Arthur Ashe and Virginia Wade and Davis Cup
Player Mark Cox to donate towards the rebuild.
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Chairman Sir Harry Uswel
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“‘ Naonal Sports Centre for Wales

squ.c-u-.c-ﬁmm
Tolephone 0222 397571

J. Davies Esq., OwRel. F1/5/25.
'1(‘ Newbridge Gardens,
Bridgend, Your Ref.
I'Zid Glam.

Dats 17th January, 1979.

Dear IMr. Davies,

Bridgend Bowling Tennis & Croquet Association

}d“ulul to our recent telephone conversations I confirm that
Mr. Cadfan Davies, Deputy Director of the Sports Council for
Wales will present a cheque to the above club on Friday,February

2nd at approximately 8.30 p.m. at the clubhouse.

As we agreed I have commissioned a photographer to attend and
she has agreed to attend at 8.30 p.m. If you had envisaged the
presentation taking place a little later perhaps a photograph
could be posed initially. shall also inform the local press
nearer the date.

Thank you for all your help in arranging this presentation

L“>re is anything -qvthgx you would like to discuss
not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Williams
Press and Publicity Department.

Numerous social events such as garden parties, —— Glamorgan Gazette e
coffee mornings and Christmas fayres were oSt phea B
o ——— Stars thrill the Brewery Fi e/d crowa'

A rugby match was played between ‘JPR’s
International 15° and Bridgend RFC at the
Brewery Field and all gate money was donated
to the Association.
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Bank Building

Barclays Bank donated their temporary building, which is now the function room. However, a Club
lounge bar, cellar, kitchen and changing rooms were still needed.

At this time there was a squash boom, and the Directors felt that the addition of two squash courts

would add to the appeal of the Club and be an attractive asset for the community. This, however, would
greatly add to the cost of the rebuild.
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will cost
£30,000
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Life Memberships

Even with the grants and fundraising a further £25,000 was needed to be raised. All avenues of
fundraising and donations had been exhausted and so the idea of selling one hundred life memberships at
£250 each was proposed. Bowls, Tennis, House members and friends were asked but it took a full
twelve months and lots of gentle persuasion to sell all hundred Life Memberships.
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Rebuild

The Directors were determined that all the bowling and tennis teams should continue to participate in
their leagues even without a Clubhouse nor changing facilities.

Visiting teams were asked to arrive in sports kit and the undamaged Bowling Hut that housed the lawn
mowers was used as a place to shelter and have refreshments. Mr Aurwel Morgan set up beer barrels in
the Hut for Sunday morning members.

Eventually two years after the fire the new Club was completed along with the addition of two squash
courts.

An official opening event was organised and donors, supporters, friends and members were invited
to celebrate the new Club and facilities.

A Club almost lost forever, and its resilient members continued into a new era!




